Case study of an Ethiopian refugee academic supported by CARA
With a long and distinguished career at the Ministry of Education, Leenco Faxulee lectured in Education at Addis Ababa University whilst studying for his PhD. With his students he openly promoted human rights and equal opportunities for all social groups. This brought him into direct opposition with the government.
He was targeted and persecuted by government authorities over a number of years. During this time he was unlawfully imprisoned on three occasions. Whilst in prison he was treated very badly and prevented from seeing his family. Each time he was imprisoned he did not know when or if he would be released. This was a huge psychological strain on him and his family.
After he was released for the third time, Leenco resumed his PhD studies and travelled to the UK as part of his assessment. Whilst he was away, his home was searched by government authorities and his family ordered to disclose his whereabouts. They were told that he would be imprisoned again as soon as he was found.
Hearing this news over the phone from his family, Leenco made the difficult decision to stay in the UK and apply for asylum. He gained a remarkably speedy decision on his asylum application and was awarded refugee status after 2 months. Whilst this was good news, Leenco was distressed to be away from his wife and four children who were still in Ethiopia.
With permission to stay in the UK, Leenco had the challenge of searching for a job and completing his PhD. He needed support and found out about CARA from another charity organisation. He applied for a grant to support him with costs associated to his PhD and was awarded funding for the costs of printing, photocopying and also the costs of a laptop. He explains, ‘Without this grant I would have had to have found other ways but I did not have many options available to me. I needed to complete work on my PhD and search for jobs, but could only use the public library computers for 2 hours per day. Gaining the funding for the laptop was a huge relief.’

Leenco also received support from CARA’s Employment and Education Advice Service. He explains, ‘Despite having much experience it was not experience gained in the UK and this was a major ongoing problem for me when applying for jobs. In the UK experience seems to be more valuable than professional qualifications which is completely different to Ethiopia. CARA helped me understand my own skills and shortcomings in terms of what employers require. I now feel more confident about what I can do and achieve.’

Leenco is now about to start a fellowship placement at the University of East London which was facilitated by CARA. This will offer him UK experience in the higher education sector, an office he can work from, access to professional development opportunities and the opportunity to network with fellow academics. He hopes while he is there to apply for research funding and to produce work in collaboration with a University in East Africa. He says, ‘I feel good about my prospects now and confident about my future.’ Leenco’s wife recently joined him in the UK and he hopes that his children will be able to join him in the near future.  
