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PRESS RELEASE

Persecuted Academics: On 11 December, the University of Graz Will Award its Human Rights Prize 2007 to the Academic Refugee Organization CARA

Important personalities, such as the Dalai Lama and Simon Wiesenthal have already received it: On 11 December 2007, 11 a.m., one of the University of Graz’s highest awards – the Human Rights Prize 2007 – will be bestowed upon the “Council for the Assistance to Refugee Academics” (CARA). The Senate of the University of Graz thus lauds the year-long commitment, by the organization founded in 1933, to supporting persecuted academics. 

“Due to its background the University of Graz bears historical responsibility”, says Alfred Gutschelhofer, the university’s rector. He recalls that in 1938 almost one fifth of all teachers at Graz University, and almost one third of its students, were dismissed or expelled for ‘racial’, religious and political reasons. The teachers included Nobel Prize Winners Otto Loewi, Viktor Hess und Erwin Schrödinger. 

The academic refugee aid organization CARA was created to support scientists who were persecuted by the Nazi regime. In the late 1930s, professors from the University of Graz, including David Herzog, Styria’s highest rabbi, and the pharmacologist and Nobel Prize Winner Otto Loewi were given financial assistance by the organization. Today, CARA provides support to persecuted academics worldwide – in their countries of origin and in Great Britain, including 50 travel grants a year. On the whole, 9000 academic refugees have been supported in the last five decades. 

Subsequent to the award ceremony, on the afternoons of 11 and 12 December, a two-day academic symposium at the ETC Graz will analyze the persecution of academics in the past and present. 

The University of Graz awards its Human Rights Prize irregularly. Up to now the following personalities have been honoured for their contribution to human rights: the theologian Jon Sobrino from El Salvador (1992), Simon Wiesenthal (1994), the ombudspersons of the Federation of Bosnia and Hercegovina, Vera Jovanovic, Branka Raguz und Esad Muhibic (1997) and the Dalai Lama (2002). 

Professor John Akker, CARA’s Executive Secretary, says “it is a very great honour to receive this Prize from the University of Graz.  Next year will be our 75th anniversary and it is a sad fact that there is so much need for our work. The persecution of Iraqi academics is particularly of grave concern with so many fleeing because over 300 have been assassinated since 2003.” The acceptance speech will be given by Professor Paul Broda, CARA’s Hon. Secretary, whose mother studied at Graz as a medical student in 1934 after escaping from Germany.
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