The information below may be of interest, but cannot be verified by CARA:
Brothers and sisters,
Greetings
During my ongoing and continuous following of the development of Iraqi universities and my passion for following the yearly ranking of universities, I have found some unfortunate results and I wanted to inform you of them, namely that all our universities were given a low ranking compared with other universities, whether among other Arab countries or world-wide. With these results we can see the extent of the current drop in the area of scientific research in our country and the outcome of unbalanced policies regarding scientific and educational progress. The results were as follows:
1. In the Arab area
From 100 Arab universities the results were:

· University of Kufa reached rank 77 of 100.

· University of Technology came at rank 86.

· University of Sulaimani came at rank 91.
When we look at the ranking in terms of the Asian continent, we do not find any Iraqi universities present in the list of the 100 best universities. 

You can click on this link to see the ranking of the Arab area: 
http://www.webometrics.info/top100_continent.asp?cont=aw
2. At the international level the issue is very worrying and shameful. This is the order of our universities as they appeared in this ranking.  

· University of Kufa – 6097

· University of Technology – 6503

· University of Sulaimani – 6664

· University of Dahuk – 8781 
· Al-Mustansiriya University – 10264 
· Foundation of Technical Education – 10327 

· University of Mosul – 10738

· University of Basrah – 11406

The strange thing is that there is no mention in this evaluation of the ancient University of Baghdad, and we can see the low ranking of the two other universities (that is, Mosul and Basrah) which were formerly at the forefront of Iraqi universities but which have fallen to a low level. It's also strange that we can see other universities, founded relatively recently compared to their predecessors, which have advanced above the older ones. 

You can click on this link to see the world ranking for Iraqi universities:  
http://www.webometrics.info/rank_by_country.asp?country=iq
In conclusion, the ranks which our Iraqi universities achieved (see above) are not pleasing, and they point to the necessity of work to found many workshops for education, teaching and raising awareness. In addition work is needed to attract the many Iraqi scientific figures scattered around the world so that they can be a real base for both a scientific and intellectual renaissance and openness to the world and its universities, and using the world's experience in these fields and opening the prospect of cultural and scientific co-operation with developed countries and different scientific universities and institutions. Otherwise the future will be even darker than the present.
I am hoping that some people will stop bragging that they are graduates of Iraqi universities – this was right and I agree with them completely, but this was 40 years ago and not now. These numbers doubtless reflect the sad and awful reality and are a result of the issues in our (scientific) education and the scientific level of which those who graduated in recent years are also part.
With regards,

Abu Auras ابو اوراس
